
WASHINGTON STATE GOURD SOCIETY 
Meeting Minutes 

June 23, 2018 
 

Present via Zoom:  Bev Lavdas, Sharon Watson, Kathryn Egan, Toni Davenport, Carol and Grant 
Sulham, and Evie Scribner 

 
The Minutes of the Meeting held May 26, 2018 were approved as written 
 
No Treasurer’s Report or Membership Report from Kathy Allison, due to illness in her family. 
 
Kathryn reported that the North Sound Patch classes are a go, meeting the minimum requirement of 

students.  She reported she had just deposited $1500.+ from class registrations. 
 
Sharon reported that Ron Swank and Diane Frederick’s classes in Wenatchee have been cancelled, 

due to only one sign-up.   
 
Cathy Krohn of the Spokane Nuthatch Patch has organized classes that will be held at Coulee Dam, 

WA. Their class minimums have also been met.  Ron Swank will hold classes for 2 days.  Kathryn asked if 
Bettie Lake would be there also.  Sharon reported that only 2 people had shown interest in Bettie Lake’s 
class, so she will not be there. 

 
Clarification regarding class host’s stipend.  Bev reported we have decided on $50/day for hosting 

the instructor in one’s home.  The Patch will receive $125 toward the cost of the venue.  Ron Swank’s 
camping costs were discussed; we can be a bit flexible. 

 
Kathy Allison previously stated that in order to be considered a non-profit organization, that we 

need to get the WSGS account balance down under $2,000.  Kathryn Egan stated that she was looking at 
the Georgia Gourd Society’s web page, and noticed that they are non-profit, and they have their letter 
from the IRS posted, referenced as IRS publication 4221-PC.  It defines that the account balance limit 
needs to be under $50,000.  Toni concurred that she is sure that $50,000 is in the IRS schedule we file 
every year.  Since WSGS has never had close to $50,000, we should be okay continuing to file as a non-
profit at the state level, and with the IRS.  Since we are a very small non-profit, we aren’t eligible for 
grants.  Carol Sulham will check with the treasurer of her painting group, which is non-profit, to verify 
the monetary requirements.  Sharon will also check with her painting group.   

 
It was decided that our July meeting will be held on the 28th.  It is Sharon’s call, but we do have 

things to discuss.  A lot of this info can be handled via email, such as whether or not to hold a meeting in 
August.  Grant suggested scheduling an August meeting, which could then be cancelled if we so choose.   

 
Sharon will handle submitting the WSGS article for the AGS magazine being due July 20th.  Bev 

suggested she send a copy to Kathryn and Evie before it is submitted. 
 
Bev congratulated Kathryn on yet another excellent newsletter.  Kathryn asked for submissions of 

any information for future newsletters; Toni mentioned we will have plenty of input from the three 
different Patch classes happening in the next months. 

 



Bev suggested someone touch base with Debbie Cain and Vickie Echols to confirm details, i.e., 
prices, etc., of the classes to be held there.  Kathryn said those classes are October 19 and 20.  Bev will 
send photos of the classes to Sharon and Kathryn. 

 
Discussion was held regarding vacancies on the board which need to be filled as soon as possible.  

We currently have four (4) positions available, and we are desperate for volunteers! 
 
Bev has been getting questions regarding having a juried show.  We will put this on the agenda after 

October; we may consider using Facebook instead of a physical location for the show.  The last show we 
had was quite expensive.   

 
Bev mentioned that Jim Martin is anxious to get more people to submit pictures of our gourd art on  

Facebook.  Jim has been posting what few he gets, but would like to receive many more. 
 
Sharon mentioned that several people in the Yakima area are getting together over July 10 ~ 12, so 

hopefully a new Patch will be getting started for WSGS! 
 
The sale of gourds was discussed.  Bev gave her supply of WSGS gourds to Kathryn to sell, Sharon 

has WSGS gourds to sell as well, and Jim Martin has some he is giving away. 
 
Our next scheduled meeting (Zoom) will be held July 28th.  Bev asked that the Zoom list of invitees 

needs updating to be certain all members are invited. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 


